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M* Readers will have obferved that the office of the Lounger has 
of late been almoft a finecure, his correfpondents having faved. 
him the trouble of compofition. The paper of to-day is alfo a com- 
munication, which, from the fex and accomplifhments of the author, 
as well as the flattering manner in which fhe expreffes herfelf, grati- 
fies my vanity as much as my indolence, 





To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 


SIR, 

THE genteel but pointed irony with which you mention the follies 
of our fex, and the pains you take, in your admired Efflays, for our 
inftruction and improvement, will, | make no doubt, have fome in- 
fluence on the minds of thofe who are thoughtlefs, but not diflipated ; 
and who, though hurried down the ftream of pleafure, are not yet 
enough hardened to difregard the admonitions of virtue. 

Among young people of this defcription, many ladies may be led 
to the attainment of mental accomplifhments, in hopes of recom- 
mending themfelves to the notice of the other fex; who, from their 
fuperior education, and more folid judgement, would, one might 
prefume, be more guided by the dictates of good fenfe, than led by 
the blind caprices of Fafhion. But, methinks, Sir, it would not be al- 
together fair to miflead your inexperienced female readers with fuch 
fallacious hopes. Tell them as much as you pleafe of the internal 
rewards that belong to virtue: That to embellith, in early life, their 
minds with tafte, and to enlighten their underftandings with fome 
degree of knowledge, will prove to them an inexhauftible fource of de- 
light in the lonely hours of folitude, and procure veneration and refpect 
to their declining years, But on the fine fellows who, in our days, 
deign to mingle in the female world, fuch accomplithments will have 
as much influence, as the harmonious compolitions of Handel on the 
deaf pupils of Mr Braidwood. 

To be diftinguifhed by your fex, is more or lefs the with of every 
female heart. ‘To folicit that diftinétion, Fancy is put to the torture 
to drefs out the votaries of Fafhion; and, to deferve it, the more 
judicious, endeavour to adorn their minds with knowledge, tafte, and 
fentiment. Which of thefe moft frequently attain their end, you, Sir, 
who frequent the circles of the great and gay, can be at no lofs to de- 
termine, 
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As I was early taught to mark the characters, and make reflec- 
tions on the events that pafled before me in life, fhort as that life has 
been, and few and fimple as have been its tranquil {cenes, perhaps a 
{ketch of it may not be altogether unworthy your perufal. 

1 am the daughter of a cler gyman, whofe virtues adorn humanity, 
and whofe character in ever v refpect does honour to his profeffion, A 
long attachment had fubfiited between him and my mother, before 
the “pride of her relations (who piqued themfelves on their high de- 
f{cent) would confentto her being made happy for ever by an union with 
one whom thofe relations confidered as her inferior: But the cenftancy of 
their affection at length fubdued every obftacle; and their life has ever 
fince been one continued fcene of domettic felicity. As I was their 
only child, my education was the prime objet of their attention. To 
procure me the more elegant accomplifhments, they appropriated the 
favings of their economy; while, with the tendereft folicitude, they 
themfelves endeavoured to form my manners, to cultivate my under- 
{tanding, and to cherifh the virtues of my heart. 

The friendly terms on which we lived with the patron of our parith, 
whofe lady took a particular liking to me, gave me frequent opportuni- 
ties of mixing with polite company. The natural gaiety of my temper, 
and fteady fincerity of my heart, gained me the good-will of all my 
companions; with fome of whom | early contracted the moft tender 
friendfhip,—a friendfhip which has increafed with our increafing 
years, and received ftrength from every incident of pain or pleafure 
that has befallen us in life. 

By the gentlemen, I found myfelf almoft invariably treated accor- 
ding to their ideas of my rank and confequence. Of all the numbers 
who came to Cattle » excepting an old naval officer, many traits 
of whofe character, though caft in fomewhat of a rougher mould, bore 
a {trong refemblance to that of your worthy friend Colonel Cauttic, 
I do not remember to have met with one who thought it poffible the 
daughter of 2 country parfon could be as well informed upon any 
fubject as the heirefs of a Baronet; and after | have, by Lady "s 
defire, played on her forte piano, fome of the fineft concertos of Bach 
and Abel to an unliftening audience, I have heard the fame gentlemen 
applaud with every mark of rapture the fafhionable Mifs Fanny Flirter 
rattling over fome infipid fragment of a new opera tune. 

At the earnelt folicitation of a fifter of my father’s, married to a re= 
{pe@table merchant in the capital, I one winter {pent a few months 
with her in town. I had here a more ample opportunity of obferving 
that univerfal paflion for what is called fy/e in life, than I had hi- 
therto met with. The notice taken of me by our patronefs Lady ; 
who always pafled the winter in the metropolis, and to whofe parties, 
either at home or at public places, | had a general invitation, made 
me efteemed quite the ton by the fet of men who vifited my uncle, 
I was often diftrefled by their civilities, and put out of countenance 
by their eagernefs to fhow me attention ; while by the gentlemen in 
her Ladythip’ s fuite | was confidered of no more importance than any 
other piece of furniture in the drawing-room: but, like yourfelf, Sir, 
though filent, I was not always idle; and, while unthonght of, and 
unfpoke to, made fuch remarks on the fcene before me as | hope will 
be of fervice to me through life, 
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From Edinburgh, at the requeft of my mother’s relations, I went to 
the county of . Thefe great relations had taken no notice of her fince 
her marriage, but now received me in the mott cordial manner. | was 
immediately introduced by them to their acquaintances in a genteel and 
populous neighbourhood, and was every where received with the re- 
{pect due to the ally, and what is more, the very probable heirefs of an 
ancient and wealthy family. Where-ever I appeared, I was loaded with 
carelles. A gentleman of the firft diftin@tion engaged me for his part- 
ner at an election-ball, which happened foon after my arrival in the 
country; and the attention paid me by him, and a few others of equal 
rank, foon brought me completely into fafhion. I was now difcover- 
ed to poflefs qualifications which no one before had ever thought of 
imputing tome. My former friends had indeed fometimes compli- 
mented me with the appellation of a lively fenfible-enough fort of 
girl; but now, to all the charms of elegance in manner, I added thofe 
of the moft brilliant wit; and though it was allowed | could not, 
ftrictly fpeaking, be termed handfome, yet my features fpoke fuch a- 
nimation, and my eyes beamed with fo much fenfibility.—that Beauty 
herfelf would have had but little chance befide me. Was it any won- 
der, that every latent {park of vanity in my heart fhould have been 
kindled, on thus finding myfelf a diftinguiihed figure in a fcene of 
higher life than any [ had yet witnefled. I was, alas! but too foon 
intoxicated with the adulation I received; and with the moft poignant 
regret | took leave of people, who I thought had difcovered fuch juft 
difcernment of merit, although it was to return to the fond arms of 
my beloved parents. 

The flattering {cenes I left, had made too deep an impreffion to be 
eafily erafed. 1 found the amufements of my former hfe had become 
infipid, its employments irkfome and fatiguing: and as our great 
neighbours were now in London, I had little opportunity of diverting 
my chagrin by any change of company. It was even with difficulty 
I was prevailed on to accompany my moft intimate friend to the 
county-affembly, as 1 knew i would there find myfelf in a very differ- 
ent fituation to that in which I figured at the balls in . But 
what was my delight, on foon feeing enter the aflembly-room, along 
with a family of the firft rank, two of my moft intimate acquaint- 
ances in that loved county! As both the gentlemen had there ho- 
noured me with their particular attention, my heart beat with rapture 
at the idea of what delight they mult receive from this unexpected in- 
terview. Buti foon found thefe gentlemen wilely confidered that I 
now moved in a different {phere. They avoided teeming to obferve 
me as long as poflible; and when at length obliged to do it, pailed 
their compliments with a certain carelefs air; which may not impro- 
perly be ftyled a well-bred fort of incivility. A moment’s reflection 
on this little ftriking incident rettored me to my fenfes; and I returned 
home with the moft chearful alacrity, as to the certain afylum of hap- 
pinefs and tranquillity. 

In a little time after [ had thus recovered from the delirium of flat- 
tery and folly, our fociety received a confiderable acquifition -in our 
acquaintance with Dorilas, This gentleman, who had lately come 
to the country in purfuit of heaith and rural amufements, was fir{t no- 
ticed by my father for his regular attendance at church; and, by the 
politenefs 
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politenefs of his manners, and folidity of his converfation, foon recom- 

, mended himfelf to his particular regard. He appeared to be one of 
«hasthole favourites of Nature, whom fhe endowed with her beft gifts, a 
good underftanding, and a benevolent heart. His mind feemed en- 
lightened by fcience, enlarged by a knowledge of the world, and, we 
were told, had been foftened by the correcting hand of misfortune, 
He came frequently to the parfonage-houfe, to which he had at all 
times a general invitation; and where he was ever welcomed by the 
unaffeéted kindnefs of plain, but genuine hofpitality. As Dorilas 
feemed to pique himfelf on his retirement from the more diffipated 
{cenes of life, he always appeared pleafed with our rural fimplicity; 
but no fooner did Dorilas get intimately acquainted with the families 
of higher rank, and found himfelf eftablifhed in a circle of greater /y/e, 
than he omitted his vifits at the parfonage-houfe, and even mention- 
ed its inhabitants with that fort of contemptuous ridicule, which, tho’ 
it may be a very fafhionable maniere de parler, gives a deeper wound 
to the feelings, than the envenomed fting of calumny can inflict. 
We were all hurt at being thus difappointed in a character of which we 
had formed fo high an idea; and when on a vifit to my friend at the 
county-town, I accidentally met with Dorilas, I found it impoffible to 
conceal the refentment with which his conduct had infpired me. But 
when I faw his furprife at the apparent coldnefs of my manner, I be- 
gan to reflect, that fhould we be miftaken, or mifinformed, | might, 
by vid feeming caprice, have done an injury to feelings, perhaps no 
lefs delicately fufceptible of it than my own, | therefore refolved to 
acquaint him with what we had heard, and frankly to tell him our 
opinion of his behaviour; but inthe only opportunity that ever after 
offered, I was fo embarrafled by the ftately diftance of his manner, 
and the difficulty of introducing the fubject with becoming delicacy 
and fpirit, that | found it impoilible to fulfil my intention. The little 
converfation that pafled only ferved him with a pretence to put an en- 
tire end to our acquaintance; and in fix months after, Dorilas fet out 
on a gay party to the German Spa without deigning to inquire even 
for my father. 

Such is the incenfe offered at the fhrine of Fafhion! not only by 
the vain and giddy, but even by the fentimental and judicious ! 
and fuch the attentions people who fhine not in that brilliant {phere 
may expect to meet with in the world! But happy! thrice happy 
they! according to the wife maxims of my venerable parent, who 
are endowed with that true greatnefs of mind, which can look down 
with equal indifference on the foothing praife of flattery, or the fcorn- 
ful {neer of pride; who, independent a the favour of the fickle, and 
the regards of the inconftant, derive a happinefs from the humble 
confcioufnefs of fuperior virtue, that infinitely tranfcends all which 
the world can beftow. 

Afraid of having already too long trefpaffed on your patience, I now 
haften to conclude, with afluring you how much | am 

Your admiring reader, 





ALMERIA, 


EDINBURG H: 


Publithed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 
from Correfpondents are received, 
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